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The young man of eighteen is a "man of the world,' pre-
occupied with practical problems, and proud of his knowledge
of affairs and his practical efficiency. He chooses a career,
which is frequently that of his earlier hero, and gradually
pursues his way to complete manhood.
It is one of the most encouraging signs of the times that our
national system of education is now being based on a clear
recognition of the stages of development which we have
described. Nursery schools are provided for those children
under five whose homes, for one reason or another, form an
unsuitable environment for their tender years. Infant schools,
for long the flower of our educational system, cater for children
up to seven years of age, and base their curricula and methods
on sound child-psychology. One cannot praise overmuch the
insight and devotion of those who labour in such schools. The
transition to the primary school is made at the correct age of
seven, and the child will in future remain there until the age
of eleven plus. Primary education should regard the three
R's—the tools of learning—as its main business, and seek to
garner suitable materials for adolescent education. One can-
not doubt that the elementary school at its best has dealt
adequately with this period of life.	-^
But up to the present education during the important
years of adolescence has been only for the favoured few. The
less bright children, who have failed to obtain, a place in a
secondary or selective central school, have been left, as a rule,
to mark time hi their old school until the critical age of
fourteen, when they have been turned adrift, ignorant and
badly equipped for life. Since fourteen is the normal age of
puberty in boys (in girls it is two years earlier), it seems little
short of criminal that the community should have deliberately
ceased its educative effort then. Now, however, enlightened
public opinion has crystallized in the Hadow Report, a veritable
charter of adolescent education; and its corollary, the raising
of the school age to fifteen, will, we hopea soon come within the
range of practical politics. Thus universal adolescent educa-
tion is fast becoming a reality.
How is the educator to use the magnificent chance that the

